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16 July 2007

Dear Mr Bevan

| am the current Chairman of the South East Fire and Rescue Services Regional Management Board
(RMB). The Board was established in 2004 by the nine Fire and Rescue Authorities in the South-East;
Buckinghamshire, East Sussex, Hampshire, 1sle of Wight, Kent, Oxfordshire, Royal Berkshire, Surrey
and West Sussex. Its membership comprises the Chairman of each of these Authorities.

| have been made aware that officers from the region have been engaged in a discussion with the
Government Office for the South-East (GOSE) to assess whether the RMB could gain associate
membership of the South East of England Regional Assembly (SEERA). They have advised usthat this
isamatter for usto progress with yourselves, as there are no barriers to membership asfar asthe
government office is concerned. To thisend, | have sought and obtained aformal decision from the RMB
to make an approach to yourself.

At the current time, there is no fire representation at SEERA level. We are interested in associate
membership asit would be helpful to us to be engaged at an earlier stage in development planning for the
South East. | ask that the Board be granted a single representative to the group, allowing us to make an
appropriate decision as to who is the most suitable attendee for any given meeting.

| hope you look favourably on this request

Yours sincerely

Chairman
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority



