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Request: 
 
Thank you for your response [to first Freedom of Information request regarding the i360]. 
However, British Airways i360 have informed me that they have developed an evacuation 
plan in consultation with, and approved by, the Emergency Services. Having approved the 
plan, it is unlikely that you would not then retain a copy. 
 
In any case, your response to my first FOIR states that you have developed your own risk 
assessment for the Site.  
 
I would therefore like to make a subsequent FOIR under the Act for a copy of the East 
Sussex Fire and Rescue Authorities own Risk Assessment for the British Airways i360. 
 
 
Response: 
 
Upon making a request for information to a public authority, such as East Sussex Fire and 
Rescue Service, you have the right under section 1 (1) (a) of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000, to be informed in writing whether the authority holds the information.  
 
In our response to your previous Freedom of Information request for a copy of the i360 
emergency evacuation procedure, based on information supplied by operational staff, we 
mistakenly told you that we did not possess a copy of this procedure.  The Business Safety 
Manager has since confirmed that a copy is held by the Service. I apologise for this 
oversight.  
 
I have therefore considered whether the evacuation plan can properly be released and 
concluded that it cannot. Section 24 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides that 
information is exempt from disclosure if it is required for the purpose of safeguarding national 
security. The information held by the service is operational intelligence information about the 
i360, gathered in the exercise of its statutory duties – enforcing the Regulatory Reform (Fire 
Safety) Order 2005 and section 7 (2) (d) of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 
(familiarisation visits) . The service is concerned that at a time when the current threat level 
for international terrorism in the UK is severe, its operational intelligence could be used to 
jeopardise or make vulnerable the country’s infrastructure and the health and safety of its 
citizens. In reaching this conclusion, I have had regard to the Information Commissioner’s 
decision under reference FS50501428, a decision which upheld Avon Fire and Rescue 
Service’s decision to withhold information gathered under section 7(2) (d) of the Fire and 
Rescue Services Act.  
 
In relation to the operational risk information on the premises, I confirm that the service does 
hold the information. However for the reasons mentioned above – section – 24 (national 
security) it will not be disclosed.  
 
 


