
 

  

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – ELECTRIC FIRE VEHICLES 
 
I refer to your Freedom of Information Act request which was received by East Sussex Fire & 
Rescue Service on 12 January 2018. 
 
Request: 
 
The request is specific to your fire brigade and regards the issue of electric and hybrid vehicle 
fires in the UK. 
  

1. Please tell me if fire fighters are provided with specific training related to hybrid vehicle 
fires, what this training comprises, and how long the training sessions are.  

2. Please provide me with electronic copies of training documentation provided to fire 
fighters for electric vehicle fires.  

3. Please tell me if your brigade has purchased extra equipment to tackle electric or hybrid 
vehicle fires. If so, please tell me what this equipment comprises. 

 
 
Response: 
 
Please see answers below in red. 
 

1. Please tell me if fire fighters are provided with specific training related to hybrid vehicle 
fires, what this training comprises, and how long the training sessions are.  
 
Firefighters are given instruction on Transport (including road related incidents) Incidents 
as part of their initial training. The training is in modular form to allow for both whole-time 
and on call working systems and this element is made up of 2 days. This is generic 
training relating to all risks whilst either attending road traffic collisions or fires, the initial 
session typically last for 3 hours. Training is also given regarding the use of mobile data 
available to crews from vehicle mounted units which gives make and model specific 
information to Incident Commanders relating to inherent risks involved. The training is 
based on guidance published by the NOG (National Operational Guidance) group and its 
associated ilearn package.  
 
Under the Maintenance of Knowledge and Skills programme in ESFRS crews are 
expected to refresh their knowledge of vehicle fires on a bi-annual cycle and as part of 
the Operational Skills Refresher programme typically involving a theoretical and practical 
session lasting for three hours. This training is supported by Tactical Operational 
Guidance (TOG) specifically on electrical and hybrid fires. 
 

2. Please provide me with electronic copies of training documentation provided to fire 
fighters for electric vehicle fires.  
 
We are unable to provide an electronic copy of the ilearn package at this time for two 
reasons. 



 

 

 It is currently under review 

 It is the intellectual property of the NOG group and I am awaiting their permission 
to send it to a third party 
 

3. Please tell me if your brigade has purchased extra equipment to tackle electric or hybrid 
vehicle fires. If so, please tell me what this equipment comprises. 
 
ESFRS have not procured any specific additional equipment for tackling electric or 
hybrid vehicle fires. The service has a broad range of firefighting media and electrical 
safety equipment that enables a range of tactic to be deployed depending on specific 
risk information. 

 
 
 
 


